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Project Background

Underpass Improvement
•	Community, Culture & 

Safety Tax
•	Improve existing underpass 

along Boulder Creek
•	$2.5 million budget
Roadway Reconstruction
•	Broadway to 15th St.
•	Improve pavement, 

sidewalks and drainage
•	$2.5 million budget
Adjacent Projects
•	Coordination with Civic 

Area, Creek Path & Lighting, 
and CU Convention Center 
& Hotel Path Connectivity

Roadway Reconstruction (15th to Folsom St.) (Completed 2014)
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Purpose and Need

Underpass Project
•	Encourage use of the 

underpass through safety 
design improvements

•	Improve approach sight 
lines & grades 

•	Address conflict zones at 
south entrance

•	Widen the underpass and 
approaching paths

•	Evaluate 13th St. pedestrian 
crossing treatment

•	Improve lighting
•	Meet ADA accessibility 

standards
•	Reduce high-water closures
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ARAPAHOE AVE RECONSTRUCTION
Purpose and Need

Roadway Project
•	Reconstruct deteriorated 

asphalt pavement with 
concrete pavement

•	Improve roadway drainage 
with crown lowering and 
storm sewer system

•	Reconstruct sidewalks, 
driveways, and curb 
ramps to ADA accessibility 
standards

•	Minor urban design and 
landscaping improvements

•	Replacing water and 
irrigation utilities

Arapahoe Avenue (Post-Construction 2014)

After Before
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Underpass Concept Plan

Option 1 - Improve Existing Underpass

Concept Features
•	Widen underpass from      

10 to 24 feet
•	Reduce approach grades 

from 15% to less than 5%
•	Flatten curves approaching 

underpass and improve 
sight lines

•	Improve lighting for day and 
nighttime visibility

•	Reduce flood closures 
during high-water snowmelt 
season with flood wall and 
pump system

•	Consider stairs to 13th 
Street at-grade crossing
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ARAPAHOE AVE UNDERPASS
Underpass Concept Plan

Option 2 - New Underpass Structure

Concept Features
•	New 24 foot wide underpass 

east of the bridge
•	Variable depth, arch 

underpass structure
•	Reduce approach grades 

from 15% to less than 5%
•	Straightened alignment and 

provide “open” concept
•	Improve lighting for day and 

nighttime visibility
•	Reduce flood closures 

during high-water season 
with wall and pump system

•	Remove existing underpass 
& restore stream bank
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Project Timeline

CEAP Overview
•	Community & Environmental 

Assessment Process (CEAP)
•	Development of alternatives 

presented to public at Civic 
Area Open House

•	Presentation of project to 
Transportation and Parks & 
Recreation Advisory Boards

•	Open House, TAB & PRAB 
feedback used in selection 
of preferred alternative

•	CEAP Committee review and 
second public open house

•	Final TAB, PRAB & Council 
Review and Approval

Contact Information
•	Bryant Gonsalves, Project Manager
•	Melanie Sloan, Transportation Planner
•	(303) 441-3266

For Additional Information:
•	www.bouldertransportation.net > Programs 

& Projects
•	www.boulderconezone.net (during constr.)

Spring 2016
•	Develop Initial Alternatives for Public Review (Today)
•	Finalize Development of Alternatives
•	TAB and PRAB Presentations for Guidance on Preferred Alternative

Summer 2016
•	Preliminary Engineering 
•	CEAP Committee Presentation for Process Review and Determination of Preferred Alternative
•	Second Open House and Public Presentation for Final Review and Comment
•	Final Presentation of Preferred Alternative to TAB, PRAB, & City Council (Est. August 2016)

Fall/Winter 2016
•	Final Engineering and Plan Development

Spring 2017
•	Contract Advertisement, Bidding, and Start Construction

Fall 2018
•	Construction Complete


