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BY FRANK KUZMNIK

Boulder: A pillar of correctness

If you visit Colorado’s eco-oasis, plan to bike (not drive), eat healithy foods and sip herbal tea

ELCAOME TD Boulder, the
most politically correct
city in America. Eaoviron-

mentalism, bealth, animal rignts
— pame the latest lifestyle or
cause, and Boulder’s out there on
the curting edge. Or just out thers,

But dop’t laugh, With the new

emphasis in Washington, D.C,, on
‘the eavironment and health, Boul-
der's mends may hit your town pext.

For now, though, “Boulder is the
ultmate heaith-and-fimess town,”
says Norman Ford, the auther of a
book about the best piaczs to live
(see box, might). “T've
locked at a lot of

mesas and mouniains, all ou namrel
“And thev’ll stay thar way forever.”
says Delani Wheeler, assistant direc-
tor of the ciry agency Ooen Soacs.

Eibow room in town is another
matter, particularly ajong 8oulder
Creek Path, where strollars, skaters,
runnters and bicyclists vie for spacs
like Amess storm troopers. “When
friends are visiung acd suay oato
the path, we have (0 grab them and
say, ‘Come back here! We want vou
alive," ” says Pagicia Limerick, a nis-
tory prefessor at the University of
Colorade. (The school is the dy's
major :molover and
a fores behind its iib-

towns and dida't find
any that compeze.”
If you want to
check out the Repub-
lic of Boulder {as the
city is known else-
where n Colorado),
don’t drive: One-
passenger car rips
are frowned upon.
Take a bus 26 miies
from Deaver. Laave
smokers and meat-
earers at home, and
pack your sweats and
your in-line skates.

WHAT TO SEE

Start your tour at
the Boulder Theater,
a oifty art-deco con-
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eralism.) Path watfc
has grown so thick
that the city posts a
speed limic 15 mpn
ln congested areas.
“We have policz on
bikes with radar guns
ip the summer,” says
Pubiic Works direc-
tor Dave Rhodes,
Not that Boulder
wants to discourage
cyclists. Far from it
[t spends more than
$1 miition a vear o
subsidize bike paths,
bus passes and other
alternaoves (o autos.
From the cresk it
is just a short walk 1o
Alfaifa's, the premier

cert hall tha¢'s home
to £-Town, an envi-
ronmentajist music and ralk show
thar is recorded Live and aired over
100 public radio stations weekly.
Wherz but hers could host-producsr
Nick Forster put politicos preach-
ing environmental correctness on
the same stage with singers like
Lyie Lovem and Randy Newman?
Boulder has a history of eaviron-
mental respoasibility danng 1o 1398,
when the city began buying land o
preserve the posune Rocky Moun-
tains backdrop. In 1967 it became
the first U.S. city 10 pass a salss rax
for the purpose of buying land w0
block deveiopment Today Boulder
is ringed by 23,000 acres of feids,

18 USA WEEKEND + fanvary i9-31. 1993

heaith-food store in
a wown brimming witk
them. Pick up some goat yogurt
and wheatgrass juics as you browse
the cornucopia of organic producs.
“Boulder is such a rofu town,”
Bouldar Datly Camera food writer
John Lehndorff wrote recaatly,
updaring the ciry’s earlier repuita-
ton as a “sprout town” and. belore
that, a “granola towan.' It’s oot
unusuai to see bumodr stickars
reading: I eat tofu and [ vote.”
L:andorr is under constaat barrage
from readers he calls the “ouwigon
police.”” They were furious over
recipes calling for cream and but-
ter. “Thart stuff is just really, really
bad for vou!" one rsader ruied.

And you're mever 100 Young {0

be politically correzt. Childe2n at

one Boulder zlementary scaooi
decided a0t to observe poiitcally
incorrec: Columbus Dav lasc fatl,
You'll want to hike the Boulder
foothiils, but dont stray from the
footpaths {escologically inacpro-
priate) or Jisturd the animals (hey
kave rights, 0o). Afler 1 woman
wrote (@ e Davy Camere 10 com-
plain that 2er poodle. left vutdoors
overaighc, had bezz earzn oy a
mouantain [ion. a reader wrot2 1o
to say thar's what happens when
you leave lien food lving around.
No Bouicer tour would te som-

?M" R
Boulder is cerrect both
environmentally and
politically. (Above, a
creek-side path draws a
variety of non-motorists.
Lert, the cast of the
‘green’ radio program
'E-Town.'} Residents
voted 3-1 against the
state's antl-gay-rlghts
amendment, whicn
takes offect this menth,
and the city joined
Denver and Aspen in a
fawsuit challenging it.

plere without a stop at Celestiaf
Seasonings, founrainnead of the
patural-foods biz. T:a imor=sario
Mo Siegsl, who gou his stary I the
late 1960s picking wild aerbs in :he
Rocldes, ruas a0 oucic~ith 332 mil-
lion in annual sales and a new piant
with 1 tasting room ard a gift shop.

Being solitically correet was dard
early on. “We had 2 rule that no
Ph.D.s could work on the asse=ply
linz.” Siegel says. “Too many smart
peopie waerted 1o change the wor.d
through cur compaay. We wers
like: "This (s not the hird pars of
American politics. Wouid vou just
put the tzabags into the 5ox™ "

PHOTOCRAPHS 3Y STEPHEN COLLEILTOR






