
 
 
 
 
Current Flood Mapping and Mitigation Projects 
 Funding for specific flood mapping and mitigation projects has already been budgeted and 
appropriated as part of the city's six-year Capital Improvement Program. Staff is working on the 
planned projects listed below, but at a slower pace due to the increased workload associated with 
flood recovery.  
 
Flood Mitigation Planning 
• Boulder Creek 
• Gregory Canyon Creek 
• Bear Canyon Creek 
• South Boulder Creek 
 
Flood Mitigation Design and Construction 
• Wonderland Creek 
• Fourmile Canyon Creek 

 
Flood Mapping Updates 
• Upper Goose and Twomile Canyon Creeks 
• Bluebell Canyon Creek/King's Gulch/Skunk Creek 
• Boulder Slough 
• Fourmile Canyon Creek 
 
Visit bouldercolorado.gov/water/flood-mitigation-projects for information about current projects. 

Potential Flood Mapping and Mitigation Projects 
Since September 2013, the city has been collecting flood damage information from the community, 
site visits, surveys and FEMA data. Staff will evaluate and prioritize potential projects based on 
feedback from the community, City Council, Water Resources Advisory Board, and Urban Drainage 
and Flood Control District. New flood mapping and mitigation work, including property acquisition, 
is unlikely to be initiated until after future projects are prioritized, most likely as part of the 2015 
budget process. 

The City of Boulder is integrating its long-term resilience planning with flood mitigation planning 
efforts. Staff will continue to work with the community to plan for future challenges and potentially 
reprioritize infrastructure investments and resources. 

 

 



 

Floodplain Maps 
Flood insurance rate maps provide the basis for floodplain management, regulation, and insurance 
requirements by identifying areas in the 100-year floodplain, an area that has a 1 percent chance of 
major flooding in any given year. Floodplain maps are reviewed and approved by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

Once approved, floodplain maps guide the City of Boulder’s flood management programs, including 
floodplain mitigation, regulation, preservation, preparation and safety. Floodplain maps are 
periodically updated and revised to reflect changing conditions, new topography, land 
development, improved hydraulic modeling techniques, and construction of mitigation 
improvements. 

It is likely that some of the city’s floodplain maps will be reviewed and updated to reflect information 
from the actual flooding in September 2013. The floodplain delineation studies that are currently in 
progress may include some modifications.  Staff will host public meetings after the mapping 
revisions have been completed to allow for public comment. 

Floodplain Regulations 
Floodplain regulations are intended to reduce risks to people and property in areas along the 15 
major drainageways that are prone to flooding. The City of Boulder regulates development based on 
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps of the 100-year floodplain. There are also special regulations for 
developments such as senior housing, schools and emergency facilities. The regulated floodplain 
currently covers approximately 15 percent of Boulder and 2,500 individual structures. 

To determine if your property is located in a regulated floodplain, email 
plandevelop@bouldercolorado.gov, visit bouldercolorado.gov/water/floodplain-maps or go to the 
Planning & Development Services Center at 1739 Broadway, third floor.  

Adding Your Property to the Regulated Floodplain  
There are many areas in Boulder that are currently outside of the highest-risk floodplains, but are still 
at risk for flooding. In these areas, property owners may choose to meet or exceed floodplain 
regulations and/or obtain discounted flood insurance, depending on their tolerance for risk. 

Removing Your Property from the Regulated Floodplain 
If your property is located in the regulated floodplain, but was not affected by flooding, you may 
request that it be removed from the floodplain. Contact a licensed land surveyor to determine if your 
property qualifies for a Letter of Map Amendment to potentially remove your property from the 
floodplain.    

Although Boulder’s floodplain mitigation and regulation is aligned with a 100-year flood, that 
doesn’t mean flooding can’t happen outside of the floodplain at any time.  


