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Background on Prairie Dogs

Original Ranges of the Five Species of
Prairie Dogs (Circa 1800)

5 species of prairie dog
(colonial, social, ground
squirrels)

Black-tailed Prairie Dog in
Boulder

Estimates say only 1-2% of
historic habitat remains

2 species listed under
Endangered Species Act
(Federal)

Mexican = endangered
Utah = threatened
Differences in habitat, biology



Regulatory Status of black-
tailed prairie dogs

Federal:

Not regulated
State
Kristin Cannon




#4se Colorado Parks & Wildlife

X Per state law CPW regulates the possession and transport
of wildlife in Colorado 33-1-106 C.R.S.
- 33-6-109 C.R.S. illegal possession, 33-6-107 C.R.S.
license requirements
x Parks and Wildlife Commission sets regulations regarding
wildlife.
- WCR #303(3)b(2) movement of prairie dogs, must have
permit from state
- WCR #008 possession of live wildlife, prohibited species
list
x Black-tailed prairie dog status
- State species of special concern, no federal listing



Regulatory Status of black-
tailed prairie dogs

| ocal

Boulder County Comp Plan- species of special
concern

Boulder Valley Comp Plan- species of special
concern



Relationship between Boulder
County and City of Boulder

Each has own prairie dog mgmt plans and policies
Both plans have goal of prairie dog conservation
Differ in approach to balance of competing goals

Adjacent properties

Staff work together to ensure consistency in
plans and implementation

Jointly Owned Properties

MOU- lead agency on each property- lead
agency p.dog mgmt. applies



Relationship between Boulder
County and City of Boulder

OSMP Lead Management Agency:
Steele North, Dodd, West Beech, East Beech

BCPOS Lead Management Agency:

IMEL, IBM- Monarch, Cito Company, Turunjian, 95t
and Lookout, Superior Associates, Arsenault
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Grassland Ecosystem
Management Plan

Provides a framework for conservation &
management of natural ecosystems and
agricultural landscapes within grassland habitats




Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

OSMP Charter:

(a) Preservation or restoration of natural areas characterized by or including
terrain, geologic formations, flora, or fauna that are unusual, spectacular,
historically important, scientifically valuable, or unique, or that represent
outstanding or rare examples of native species;

(b) Preservation of water resources in their natural or traditional state, scenic
areas or vistas, wildlife habitats, or fragile ecosystems;

(c) Preservation of land for passive recreational use, such as hiking, photography
or nature studies, and, if specifically designated, bicycling, horseback riding, or
fishing;

(d) Preservation of agricultural uses and land suitable for agricultural production;
(e) Utilization of land for shaping the development of the city, limiting urban
sprawl, and disciplining growth;

(f) Utilization of non-urban land for spatial definition of urban areas;

(g) Utilization of land to prevent encroachment on floodplains; and

(h) Preservation of land for its aesthetic or passive recreational value and its
contribution to the quality of life of the community.




Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

OSMP Charter:

(a) Preservation or restoration of natural areas
characterized by or including terrain, geologic
formations, flora, or fauna that are unusual,
spectacular, historically important, scientifically
valuable, or unique, or that represent outstanding or
rare examples of native species;



Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

OSMP Charter:

(b) Preservation of water resources in their natural
or traditional state, scenic areas or vistas, wildlife
habitats, or fragile ecosystems;



Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

OSMP Charter:

(d) Preservation of agricultural uses and land
suitable for agricultural production;




Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

OSMP Charter:

Federal &
State Laws

City Municipal
Code

City Policies and Plans

Operational Practices
e 0 ¢/ 0@ A~




Grassland Plan-multiple purposes

Grassland Plan:

Federal &
State Laws

City Municipal
Code

:>Ciw Policies and Plans

Operational Practices
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Grassland Plan

8 Conservation Targets including:

Black-tailed prairie dogs and associated species
Mixedgrass Prairie Mosaic
One component is BTPD
Xeric Tallgrass Prairie
Agricultural Operations
Wetlands
Riparian Areas
White Rocks Cliffs




Nested Targets

Plant and Animals Species of Special Concern
A Federally Listed ( Pr eb |l e 6s Mo u-<$resses Quichid)

A State Listed or Special Concern Animals (Burrowing Owl,
Leopard Frog)

A Global or State Rare or Imperiled (Mesic Tallgrass, 6-lined
Racerunner)

A Boulder County Rare Plant Species/Animal Species of Special
Concern (Bobolink, Tulip Gentian)

Boulder Valley Local Concern Species (Plains Topminnow)

OSMP Sensitive Plant & Species of Concern (American
Badger, Prairie Dropseed)




Grassland Plan- Grassland
Ecosystems

3 Upland Grassland Community Targets

Mixedgrass Prairie Mosaic
One component is BTPD

Xeric Tallgrass Prairie
Some overlap with BTPD but rocky soils

Mesic Bluestem Prairie



Grassland Types

From Jones and Cushman, 2004



