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Guide to Bike Parking in the City of Boulder

People in Boulder ride bikes 20 times more than the national average and every bicycle trip begins and
ends with the need for a safe and secure parking place. While the city provides some bicycle parking in
the public areas of the downtown commercial district, property owners also are required to provide
adequate bike parking for their buildings. Below is information on how to provide attractive bicycle
parking that meets the needs of cyclists.

Types of bike parking

The purpose of a bike trip including how long a cyclist will leave their bicycle are important to
understanding where and what type of bike parking to provide. In general, cyclists either seek to short-
term or long-term parking.

Short-term bike parking offers a convenient and accessible area to park
bicycles for customers and other visitors who seek to leave their bicycle for
two-hours or less. Short-term bicycle parking should be located on the
public access/street level, within 50 feet of main building entrance(s) and
outside the building.

Long-term bicycle parking offers a secure and weather protected place
to store a bicycle for several hours or more. Long-term bicycle parking
should be covered and located in a locked room or within an area that is |
within view of a parking attendant/employee work areas or enclosed by a
fence with a locked gate.

All bicycle parking should be located in a visible and prominent location
that is lit at night and physically separated from automobile parking. The
City’s Boulder Revised Code and Design and Construction Standards offer
guidance on city standards for bike parking, including criteria for
providing parking that serves short-term as well as long-term bike storage
needs.

How much bike parking to provide

City of Boulder development standards for on-site parking are outlined in the Boulder Revised Code
and include requirements for the number of short-term and long-term bicycle parking spaces based
on zoning district and land uses. Bicycle parking spaces must be provided as required by tables 9-1
and 9-3 of Section 9-9-6 Parking Standards.



http://www.colocode.com/boulder2/
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=209&Itemid=482
http://www.colocode.com/boulder2/
http://www.colocode.com/boulder2/chapter9-9.htm#table9_1
http://www.colocode.com/boulder2/chapter9-9.htm#table9_3
http://www.colocode.com/boulder2/chapter9-9.htm#section9_9_6

Design of bike parking

City preferred parking rack styles include inverted U and Cora-style parking racks for 2-bike and
multi-bike parking, respectively. Additionally, the city may consider parking rack designs that differ
from our standards. In general, we seeks bicycle parking designed to offer two contact points
between the rack and bike, will accommodate a wide range of bicycle frame styles (mountain bike,
cruiser, 10-speed, child-size and more), and is simple to use by novice and expert cyclists alike.

Bicycle parking design in the city of Boulder is guided by our Design and Construction Standards
(DCS) Manual. For your reference, technical drawings offering guidance on type and placement of
bicycle parking racks are included below. See Section 2.11 (E) in Chapter 2 of the DCS and Chapter
11 Technical Drawing Detail (PDF Files) for more information.

U-Rack design

Specifications: http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/files/PDS/codes/dcs/Chapterl1/252a.pdf
Note: racks ranging from 31 - 33 inches in height are acceptable. The city of Boulder generally
installs u-racks made by Madrax style U190 - SF (surface flange mount).

Placement: http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/files/PDS/codes/dcs/Chapter11/252b.pdf

Multi-rack design

Specifications: The city is updating the DCS to provide detail drawings. In the meantime, for
information on product styles visit http://www.coloradoci.com/ and search for bike to view 6
and 12 slot bike racks or visit http://www.cora.com/productl.htm.

Placement: http://www.cora.com/rackoutdoor.htm.
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