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Definition of Voice and Sight Control
"Voice and sight control" means the ability of a guardian or keeper to adequately control a dog by

using voice commands and sight commands (such as hand gestures). In order for a guardian or keeper
to have voice and sight control over a dog, the guardian or keeper must: (1) be able to see the dog's
actions; and (2) be able to prevent the dog from engaging in the following behaviors, using voice and
sight commands, without regard to circumstances or distractions:

(a) Charging, chasing or otherwise displaying aggression toward any person or behave toward any

person in a manner that a reasonable person would find harassing or disturbing;

(b) Charging, chasing or otherwise displaying aggression toward any dog;

(c) Chasing, harassing or disturbing wildlife or livestock; or

(d) Failing to come to and stay with the guardian or keeper immediately upon command by such

person.

Monitoring Results

Of those visitor parties that attempted to use voice control while they were in the observation zone,
slightly less than 65 percent were successful in 2006 and 2007. The percentage of visitor parties who
were successful in using voice control dropped to approximately 56 percent in 2010

Monitoring Protocol

The field observer will note if a guardian in the dog party issues any commands to the dog(s). If the
guardian issues any commands, the field observer will note the number of dog(s) that obey all
commands issued and the number of dog(s) in the party that do not obey at least one of the
commands. The guardian is given two chances to obtain the appropriate response from the dog before
the observer records that the dog did not obey the guardian’s command. For example, if the guardian
says “Here Rover!” and the dog does not come, the observer will not record anything. If the guardian
says “Here Rover!” again and the dog fails to come after this second calling, the observer will record
that the dog did not obey guardian’s commands. If the guardian says “Here Rover!” and the dog comes
to the guardian with only one command or with the second command, the observer will consider that
obeying the guardian’s commands. If the guardian does not issue any commands to the dog(s) while in
the observation area, “NA” will be recorded under “Response to call” on the datasheet. Guardians that
do not issue commands to their dogs cannot be assessed as to whether their dog did or did not
respond immediately to commands.

1 Estimated compliance rates with their 95% confidence intervals:
2006: 63.8% + 5.1%
2007: 63.0% + 6.1%
2010: 56.3% + 6.7%



