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Neighborhood Sustainability Program: Kick-off Meeting 
Monday Oct 3, 4-6 pm in 13 St. Conference Room 
 
In attendance (some others came in late): 

 Cathy Conery – Newlands 
o Bag It @ Ideal 

 Steve Gabel – Whittier 
o Looking to help WNCA regain their mojo 

 Dave Penzkover – Devil’s Thumb/Shanahan 
o Provide himself as resource for/at/with EnergySmart 

 Suzanne Jones – Uni Hill 
o Council candidate, working on Hill beautification project 

 Lauri Watkins – Orchard/Poplar 
o One of founders of their NECO Pass; looking to organize their ‘hood 

 Tim Plass – Mapleton 
o Council Candidate, supports plastic bag efforts 
o Started speaking out for neighborhoods  onto landmarks board, now planning board 
o Focus on ‘hoods in council 

 Crystal – started on Whittier 
o Hoping to revive NECO pass boundaries 

 Steve Friedman – North Wonderland 
o Just moved to Boulder 13 months ago, joined neighborhood committee 

 Artie Immerman – Norwood 
o NECO Pass boundaries 
o Just had block party (successful) and manages successful neighborhood email listserv 

 Coby Royer – Martin Acres 
o Looking to learn & improve their group 

 Mark Stangl – Martin Acres president 
o M.A. is oldest ‘hood; newsletter & email for neighborhood 
o Meeting participation is down 
o Effective pancake breakfasts & garage sales 

 Yael Gichon – Martin Acres 
o Inspired by organization of MA 

 Kara – Whittier 

 Ken Felske – Mapleton 
o Moved for houses, stayed because of people 

 Diane Caile 
o Old North Boulder 
o Just had Neighborhood Green Street event 

 Ellen – Holiday 

 Jamie Shuey – Boulder Meadows 
o Looking to reorganize their neighborhood/mobile home park & get NECO pass for whole 

neighborhood  
o Management company has issues w/ waste management 
o Eco-cycle pres; Increase in participation (??????) 

 Nick – Mapleton 
o Looking to sustainably engage students 

 Diane Clais(sp?) – Old North Boulder 
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Neighborhood Efforts: 

 Newlands 
o Bag It @ Ideal – 7pm; contact at Ideal was Susie Brag 
o Ideal – printed flyers & distributed 
o Worked hard to get the word out; flyers, door hangers, website, e-blast, emails 
o New Era supplied movie 

 Whittier 
o Used to have a yearly summer event in Greenlands (?) Park 
o Movie Nights w/ cookie contest– one year showed one long movie; second year showed several 

short clips with funny sustainability-focused commercials in between 
o Last year – talent show, fun & successful 
o Flyered for event throughout the neighborhood (flyer printing provided by City) 

 University Hill 
o Interested in service projects 

 Recent mural painting project was pretty successful 
o Martin Acres has done service projects before 

 Old North Boulder  
o Diane indicated interest in setting up community garden; Steve Friedman from North Wonderland 

told Diane to contact him 

 Holiday  
o Utilizing playground 
o Frequent movie nights (paid w/ HOA dues) 
o Children’s art show 

 
Effective events: 

 Bi-weekly pancake breakfast (Martin Acres) 

 Holiday 
o Incorporate playground 
o Movie night (paid w/ HOA dues) 
o Children’s art show 

 Family bike rides 

 *Eco-cycle training for free in Orchard Grove 
o Kristen to look into this for other neighborhoods 

 
Role of Social Media/websites 

 Use social media to keep up momentum & conversation in between personal meetings 

 Tim Plass indicated that Yahoo group was working well for Mapleton (as long as there are filters) 
o Allows for a successful exchange & picture sharing (can post pictures of Mountain Lions) 

 Facebook provides a basework for people to get together, communicate, and share info & ideas between 
meetings (Diane Clais(?)) 

 Steve Friedman (N. Wonderland) indicated that facebook has been very successful for him (in past 
neighborhood group?) 

o Provided for efficient dispersal of updated information, events, games; best tool for ongoing 
communication & participation from all ages & sectors 

 When asked about FB, only 2 residents indicated that they wouldn’t use it; most others already had it set 
up  

 
What City can offer: 

 Possible sound system? 

 Block party & other permit help & guidance 
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 Flyer printing  

 Neighborhood maps 

 Raffle prizes to provide incentive for event attendance 

 Connect ‘hoods to applicable and interesting resources (ie: NGS) 

 *Kristen to create list of City offerings for next Neighborhood Meeting 
 
What would be useful/what residents would like to see: 

 A good email listserv 

 Website hub with updated contacts/efforts/calendar  
o An open googledoc with this information would allow individuals to update contacts (as would a 

city-based website, they would just have to contact City in order to do so) 
o *City website created: 

http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Item
id=87  

 *Info on Neighborhood Green Streets events/block parties: 
http://bouldergreenstreets.org/neighborhood-green-streets-ngs-events/  

 Service projects – ideas & support 
o Martin Acres has had a few of these. Mainly community focused vs. sustainability focused 

 Ways to engage non-choir in Neighborhood Sustainability efforts 
o Water bill insert info 
o Blurb in daily camera 

 Do ‘hood meetings/agendas have specific purpose? 
o Majority feedback was “no” – more of open discussion, conversation, & brainstorming as 

requested by attendees 
o *Possibility to have a “focus topic” for each meeting. Will explore this for next meeting. 

 City buys mobile home park 
o And/or city pressures mobile home park (specifically orchard grove) management to change 

regulations, incorporate sustainability, and encourage neighborhood participation  
o *BUT – mobile homes are regulated by state and City has no control over them 

 More connection and communication between BVSD & neighborhoods 
 
Next Steps: 

 Name for program!   “Sustainable Neighborhoods” is too broad.  

 Website & resources    website created; will be updated continuously 
o http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Item

id=87  

 Suggestions from City & list of resources 
o Determine what the city can offer & collect all past neighborhood offerings 
o *Will have this at next meeting 

 Can school property be used for public events? (specific interest in Casey, Centennial) 
o Can we work with schools to communicate when changes/construction happens? 
o *Waiting to hear back from BVSD on this 

 Survey 
o Distribute & analyze results 

 Bi-monthly meetings – 1 focus per meeting; collect meeting topics 

 *General/community  neighborhood support vs. sustainable neighborhood support program 
o Kristen looking into possibility of City offering a general neighborhood support program 

 

http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Itemid=87
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Itemid=87
http://bouldergreenstreets.org/neighborhood-green-streets-ngs-events/
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Itemid=87
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15422&Itemid=87
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Follow-up Survey Questions 

1. If you attended the initial Sustainable Neighborhood Program meeting on Monday, October 3rd, did you 
feel that was a valuable use of your time?  

2. What did you find *most* helpful about the meeting on Oct 3rd? What did you find *least* helpful about 
the meeting on Oct 3rd? If you do not plan to attend future meetings, please indicate so and explain why. 

3. If you did not attend the initial Neighborhood Meeting on Monday, Oct 3rd, why not? Are you interested 
in attending meetings in the future? 

4. Do Monday afternoon’s work well for you? If no, what day would work best for an afternoon/evening 
meeting? 

5. Does 4-6pm work well for you? If no, what time(s) would work best? 
6. One idea discussed at the Oct. 3rd meeting including presenting a focus topic at each monthly meeting, 

followed by discussion on how that topic, program, or event can be incorporated into our neighborhood 
groups. A suggestion for next month's topic was an introduction of the EnergySmart service combined 
with conversation on how we can best connect our neighbors with the energy assessment and upgrade 
service. What ideas or requests do you have for focus topics for future monthly meetings? Would you like 
these discussions to be presented by fellow neighborhood leaders, by city staff, or a mix of both? 

7. What types of events would you attend if they were held in your neighborhood? 
8. There was also a request for attendees to bring a fellow neighbor or friend to next month's meeting. Can 

you commit to bringing along a new companion to each meeting you attend? If not, in what other way(s) 
could you spread the awareness of and involvement in our Sustainable Neighborhoods Program to other 
community members? 

9. Please provide any other input or suggestions you may have regarding the Neighborhood Program. 
10. Do you have any requests or suggestions for refreshments for future meetings? 


