
OPEN SPACE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Wednesday, October 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Council Chambers, 1777 Broadway 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
(Please note that times are approximate.) 

 
6:00  I.     Approval of Minutes  
  September 11, 2013 
  September 25, 2013 
 
6:10  II.    Public Participation for Items Not on the Agenda 

  
6:20  III. Director’s Updates 

A. Update on Flood Impacts to OSMP 
B. Open Space Access during Flood Recovery (attached) 
C. Update on McClintock Trail Area Dog Closure (attached) 

    
7:40  IV. Matters from the Board 
   
7:50  V. Adjournment 
 
  
*Public Participation 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Open Space Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Mike Patton, Director, Open Space and Mountain Parks 
  Eric Stone, Resource Systems Division Manager 
  Joe Reale, Ranger Supervisor 
   
DATE:  October 9, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Open Space Access during Flood Recovery 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Following the mid-September 2013 flooding event, the city attorney announced emergency  
8-3-3 provisions that closed all Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) lands, trails, 
trailheads and other facilities until further notice. This same closure also contained provisions 
to limit any opened trails to on-trail and daytime use only. These restrictions were enacted to 
ensure the safety of OSMP visitors and to protect vulnerable resources from further damage 
following the flood. The purpose of this memo is to review the continuation of restrictions on 
nighttime and off-trail use on Open Space trails that are opened to the public. 
 
Nighttime Use 
Impacts to the public 
Since the flood-related restrictions were enacted, OSMP has received few comments and no 
calls from the public related to the nighttime restriction. The few comments received were 
split regarding support for or opposition to the nighttime restriction. The lack of community 
interest suggests that the impacts to the public are minimal; nevertheless, some community 
members would appreciate lifting the nighttime closure. 
 
Ecological and Environmental Impacts 
During council’s consideration of “Overarching Issues,” OSMP commissioned a report and 
recommendations on nighttime use that concluded that nighttime restrictions may be 
warranted in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs) and other sensitive areas but recommended 
continued use after dark in other less-sensitive areas of the system.  Although much of the 
open space system was disturbed to varying degrees during and after the flood, these 
conditions and recommendations are viewed by staff to be unchanged. Thus, staff does not 
feel that nighttime use at current levels presents any significant additional environmental 
threat. 
 
Risks to Public Safety 
Many trails were severely impacted by the flood in ways that increase the potential for injury 
to users. Despite continued progress to repair damage to trails and open them to public use, 
many trails that could potentially receive nighttime use remain in questionable condition, 
including erosion gullies, drop-offs and unstable footing.  While use of any OSMP trail or 
area remains an “at risk” activity for everyone, the poor condition of the trails adds an unusual 
risk to nighttime use that seems unwarranted at this time. 



  AGENDA ITEM 3B  PAGE 2 

 
Off-trail Use 
Restricting off-trail use immediately after the flood was intended to reduce the potential for 
accidents and injuries as well as the potential for additional ecological and environmental 
impacts.  As OSMP trails were opened to public use, the need for continuing off-trail 
restrictions in areas where off-trail use was permitted prior to the flood event in 2013 is being 
considered. 
 
Open Some Areas to Off-trail Use 
Once trails in an area are open -- and where there are no trail-use or area-use issues, where 
there are definable and understandable boundaries and where these areas were open to off-
trail use prior to the flood -- staff will begin opening areas to public off-trail use.  In addition, 
staff is routinely and methodically attempting to close and restore undesignated trails 
(especially those designated for closure in the West Trail Study Area).  Opening an area to 
off-trail use and simultaneously closing undesignated trails is potentially confusing to visitors.    
Staff will proceed deliberately in these areas. 
 
As you are aware, two areas have had off-trail restrictions removed: Boulder Valley Ranch 
and Heatherwood-Gunbarrel.  All or most of the designated trails in these two areas are open.  
Boundaries are definable and understandable.  Area assessments for hazards to public safety 
and risks of resource impacts are complete.  No more than typical risks to visitor safety or 
environmental damage are anticipated in these areas.  Prior to the flood these areas had off-
trail use provisions. 
 
Additional areas will be considered for lifting trail restrictions as the majority of trails in these 
areas are open.  Staff will remove off-trail closure signs and post new information regarding 
lifting of restrictions on the OSMP Website. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Open Space Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Eric Stone, Resource Systems Division Manager 
   
DATE:  October 9, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Update on McClintock Trial Area Dog Closure 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On August 29, 2012, the Open Space 
Board of Trustees (OSBT) considered a 
motion to clarify implementation of a 
West Trail Study Area (TSA)–related 
change to a portion of the McClintock 
Trail. Specifically, the portion of the trail 
between the junction with the spur trail up 
to the auditorium and up to the bridge at 
the junction with the Enchanted Mesa 
Trail was to become “no-dogs” as decided 
in the council-approved WTSA Plan (map 
at right).  
 
In doing so, staff maintained that an area 
closure to dogs around that portion of the 
trail was necessary to both create a functional 
dog-free trail experience and to help eliminate 
social trails that had developed between the 
trailhead at Bellevue Road and the Enchanted 
Mesa Trail. At that OSBT meeting, staff was 
requested to report back to OSBT in a year on 
how effective the closure was at accomplishing 
those objectives. 
 
The picture at right shows the condition of the 
former social trail between the Bellevue 
trailhead and the Enchanted Mesa Trail along 
the eastern edge of the meadow looking uphill 
(south) at the approximate location shown by 
the red star.  Staff’s recommendation at this 
time is to continue the “dog-free” area closure 
as it is today. 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Open Space Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Michael D. Patton, Director, Open Space and Mountain Parks 
     
DATE:  October 9, 2013 
  
SUBJECT: E-bike Pilot Project 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attached is a copy of the final memo for the first reading of the E-bike Pilot Project sent to 
council from the Transportation Department.  The second reading is scheduled for Oct. 22.   
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