
DRAFT Project Purpose Statement, 
Key Assumptions, and Guiding Principles

Purpose Statement
Define priorities and goals for the expansion and preservation of diverse, affordable housing 
choices in Boulder and to identify specific programs and tools to address them in a manner 
consistent with the community’s social, economic and environmental sustainability principles.

Key Assumptions
1. �e strategy will build upon Boulder’s existing policy context, retaining or potentially expanding current 
 affordable housing goals and programs (e.g., Inclusionary Housing, annexation community benefit, 
 dedicating local and federal funds, 10 percent goal).

2. �ere are no solutions to Boulder’s affordability challenges. Demand to live in Boulder will always out
 strip the housing supply. However, there are opportunities to respond more effectively and the situation 
 can be improved. 

3. �e strategy will not focus on the needs or desires of higher-income households because the market is al
 ready meeting those needs. 

4. It is too late to preempt or significantly address Boulder’s loss of affordable detached single-family homes.  
 �ere is not enough land to add the necessary supply, nor are there the financial resources to provide the 
 necessary subsidy to a large enough number of middle-income households.  �e strategy therefore may 
 take into consideration the provision of new single family detached homes but it will not be a main focus.

5. Any expansion of housing opportunities will require expanding the housing supply. However, the strategy 
 will only consider land in the city’s service area (Areas I and II) and the Area III Planning Reserve.

6. Given constraints on available land, increasing the supply of housing will require continued consideration 
 of strategies to increase supply through infill and redevelopment. �is is an approach the city has used in 
 the past and can continue to use effectively. 

7. �e exploration of any new housing opportunities will integrate and reflect Boulder’s commitment to 
 sustainability by considering location, efficient use of land, transportation connections, energy efficiency 
 and context-sensitive design.

Guiding Principles
1. Create great neighborhoods and new housing opportunities.
2. Continue and strengthen policies and programs that support those in need.
3. Expand housing choice for middle-income households.
4. Consider the regional context as well as area-specific conditions.
5. Be willing to have candid conversations, and to try new things. 
6. Create new forms of partnership to deliver housing that meets community goals.
7. Develop an ongoing strategic planning approach, not “a plan.”


