Recreationisis along the South Boulder Creek Tratl, Boulder Open Space.  scor zovoers

In which good intentions combine
with contrary expectations to produce
a troubling iromy

By Dyan Zaslowsky

he Scuch Boulder Creek Trail's Bob-o-Link segz-

ment is che pastoral roure becween subdivisions

blanketing che tan praice of the sourheast side

of Boulder, Colorado. and che city's grandesc com-
tmunicy cenrer. The flae crail. sicvaced by che creek and
on the edge of 3 pasture meanders through a nacrow
corridor of ratl corconwoods chat insummer shelcer visicors
from the iatense sun. Ap'ar'c From secving 1s a convenient
path betweznche twodestinations, the tranl’s placid’beaury—
-ame enough for supervised redélers to explore—has made
_afavorice descination fordrban ukers, horseback ridess,
joggers, dog wnlkers.‘blcnfé‘kcrs. and mountain”bikers. [
lasc hiked the Scurh Boulder Creek Trail on a cold day,
accompanied by my daughters and ocur Scorrish tecriers
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The Battle of Boulder

Victoriaand Albert were leashed. Hilacy and Ariel roamed
freely, bounding ahead and back again co generate warmch
and excicement. Through the bare cottonwood branches
and che air coated in an icy film I could sall make out
che Flacirons on che wese side of rown: three red-rock
clanes aslant like giant appliances left to cool.

The Flaticons lend immediare drama to Boulder's sky-
line. buc rhese tormarions are only a suggescion of che wild
majesty char lies farcher wesr, scraddling che Concinenral
Divida: Rocky Mouncain Nacional Park, the contiguous
Indian Peaks Wilderness Area. and the proposed James
Peak Wilderness Area are :ll wichin 40 miles of che ciry
Such vascopperrunicies to enjoy nacure have made Boulder’s
wildernzss-loving residencs the staunchest of advocaces for
tae protecnien of chese lands. e

Buc even wich so much procecred wild land less chan
xn hour away, Boulderices were not sacistied. and 1n 1967
Boulder became che first cirv 1n the councey to purchase
urban open spices using che proceeds from 1 local sales
cax. Since thea, residents have enchusiaseichlly supporred
the sequisition of 1 variery of landsdapesborh within che

city and on its ourskirrs—cucksd inco cencral neighbor-
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hood pockers of surprising beaury and naturalness and
reaching bevond the city's boundaries in motrled pacrecns
of black-green ponderosa pine forests and golden sweep
of grass. The Open Space fund takes in abour 813 million
ver the cost of land acquisitions and manage-
mencand supportsa system thar has grown to 25,000 acres.

a vear to «

[t will ulumacely tocal abour 33.000 acres.

Aslong as the Open Space Deparcment concentrated its
efforrs onadding property to che Boulder syscem just about
evervbody considered the sales-tax-funded program the
best idea the citv ever hud. Open Space staff members were
regarded as local heros in theic quest ror wild fands chey
could rescue from che sorc of destinies real-estare devel-
opers, warer nights’ commissions, and gravel quarry owners
mighr have planned tor them. lo marcers of nature pres-
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ervation, fes communirties in Colorado or elsewhere were
as visionary as Boulder.

But the popularity of the Open Space Department and
system tumbled sharply lasc vear, as che sraff shifted ics
focus from land acguisition ro land management. When
vereran Open Space direcror Jim Crain and his staff starred
to ralk sbouc recreational activiries thar were incompatible
with nacural area preservacion, chey unwittingly sparked
one of Boulder's blrrerest environmental confrontarions
in vears. All last summer, at Boulder cicy council meet-
ings, Open Space forums, and in rhe focal press, devout,
dues-paying environmencalists faced off against devour,
dues-paving environmentalists. exposing, as one knowl-
edgeable commentaror later puc ir, “the sofr underbelly
of the entire environmencal movemenr.”
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Bruelder's two faves of wildnesy: on the appusite page. ndian

painthrush blossoms belau ELE Toarh in the Indian Peaks

Wirderness Area: befow, 2 rovk-climoer reaches his goall the city
< spreading aur in he distance Sehind orm,

OPPOAITE PAGE SLENN RANDALL. BELOW DAVE (CHIEFELBEIN

The Boulder controversy and ics flawed resoturion dem-
onscrateacroubling irony: the craditional industrial exploicers

of western =cology and landscape have raken on a new and
uniikely parrner— recreation-seeking enviconmencaliscs.
Soassercs Gury Holchaus, head of che Boulder-based Cenrer
for the American Wesc. ar any rate. Enviconmentaliscs,
says Holchaus, are jusc as likely as anybedy o operace
according to what he crankiiv calls a "Shell Ol mindser™
a tendency to define land’'s value in cerms of whac it can
be used for.

Concrarily, 1n Beoulder and ocher booming, nacure-lov-
ing towns where driflers and diggers and loggers and
ranchers have virtually disappeared trom rhe scene, many,
if not most, of the recreating hordes insist thac thev
understand whar it means to love che land while doing
it no harm. So say che baby-packing hikers, bikers. power-
walkers, picnickers, horseback riders. Walkman-rigged
joggers, and moms who love scrolling beside shade-dappied
creeks with kids and dogs. Sosay people just like me. And.
perhaps, jusc like you, coo.

CITY OF BOULDER
OPEXN SPACE

B Cirv of Boulder Open Space
Ciry of Boulder Open Space {resuicted)
Bl Citv of Boulder Mouniain Parks
- L.5. Forest Service
El City of Boulder Incorporared Areas
™~/ South Boulder Creek Trail
= Highwnay

MAF BY BRIDUGET SNYDER
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In Chanianqua Park. an yuner walks rua nf the many. man)
dugs thar take their recreation in Bowlder's Gpen Space unirs. In
the bavébroand are the Flativans. another view of which appears
nn the apposeie page.

JELOW MOV RGDGERS OPPOSITE PACE GLENN HANDALL

want my children ro appreciate nacure up close and
personal,” Suzanne Webel rold me over the phone
soon after my lasc visic ro Souch Boulder Creek. “If
children enjoy narure, chea when they grow up and
become raxpayers, they'll conrinue to support programs
for open space.” Webel, a geologist who has lived in
Boulder for twenty vears, belongs to several nacional en-

vironmental organizations and a few local ones. Acriculare
and environmentally aware, Webe! heads che Friends of
rhe South Boulder Creek Trail, a group formed to protecr
the rrail’'s heavily craveled Bob-o-Link segmenr a few
minuces from her house. The group vigorous!y defended
the trajl agarnst accemprs to rurn it inco a high-speed
concrete bikeway and ofren volunceered to help Open
Space sratt il in the rurs and widening mud sinks chat
rurn the trail’s well-used pedescrian and equestnian pares.

Burt then Webel learned rhar the Open Space Deparr-
meac did ner wanr her group's help. In rrurh, Open Space
direceor Jim Crain did nor even wanr che crail, which had
begun as an undesignated. or “socal,” trail vears ago and
nad ucrown 1nto a nagging headache. The deparrment

worried about how much Souch Boulder Creek’s werlands, -

one of the few to be found in the city, had been degraded
by heavy hiking. bicvele, and dog traftic and decided ro
move the trail from beneath the cottonwood canopy by
che creek intoasunny meadow 20 vards awayv. The decision
seemed a routine one and reflecred the deparcmenc’s com-
mirment nor only o Sourh Boulder Creek but to irs new

Y
el

“Long-Range Management Policies,” which asserted cthar
henceforch “preservacion of natucal ecosystems will cake
prioricy in decision-making.” The drafr also stated char
“In conflicts berween trail lecarions, crail users and the
proceccion of the nacural environment, che natural envi-
ronmenrt shall be given greater weight. When environ-
mencal impacts are unacceptable, crails may be closed and
removed or relocated.”

Webel told me she “saw red” when she stumbled across
chese werds in che depatcmend's long-range policies draft.
“We the taxpayers bought chese lands, and suddenly we
were hearing this very scrong message thar they could be
closed off if cheir use was too high.” The Open Space scaff
was accing “like che worst kind of environmental eficiscs,”
she said. “They wanct to go into a place to manage ic, but
rhey won't allow anvbody else in to enjoy 1c.”

Webel continued: "Did Open Space have any dara co
prove they needed to move che tcail? No. | was cold chac
‘common sense’ dictaced their accion. Look, [ am all in
favor of helping wildlife as much as is pracrical, buc [ am
not in favor of degrading che quality of peoples’ tecreation
when chere {s no good reason ro. Open Space s trying €o
manage chis like a wilderness area. This is not a wilderness
area, and it hasn'c been a wilderness for 150 years.”

Given che management prioricies outlined in che Open
Space’s long range plan, Webel viewed Sourh Boulder
Creek Trail as a precedenc-sercing case. “If Open Space
was successful in shucring off this crail,” she said, "than
the rest would fall like dominoes.”

Guy Burgess, z specialist in conflict resolurion, also saw
danger lurking in che Open Space’s new policy. “This is
a conflicr becween social ecologists and deep ecologists,”
said Burgess. "The deep ecologisrts are the sore of people
who lecture us thar human sociery isacancer on che planer.
We social ecologists see ourselves as a pars of che natural
environment and believe char rhe foorprincs of humans
have as much right ro be on a rrail as che foorprinrs of
deer and elk.”

To Burgess, the Open Space Departmenc was guilcy of
“overreaching” in irs artempts ro resrore South Boulder
Creek’s riparian habirac by removing people. “The polic-
cal implications of shucting people out will be devasrar-
ing,” he warned. "The whole key roexpanding and enlarging
the wilderness consriruency is ro make packs enjoyable co
people. Youcan't pur upa bunch of signs saying this place
is closed. If you do, there will come a point when suppore
for chese parks will drop off or disappear.”

Many Boulderires shared Webel's and Burgess's fear char
rhe Open Space sraff cared more abour nacture than ir did
abour people. The Boulder Camera's edirorials weighed in
wirh che opinion chat cthe Gpen Space Deparcment had
gone oo far in trying ro make nacuce preservarion its goal
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in an urban setcing. "Open Space for People” declated one
headline. ,

“Hikers, horseback riders, dog owners, bird wacchers—
the people mosc likely ro value and underscand narure—
are cast as the enemv, branded as selfish and irresponsible,”
complained one columnisc. Open Space management should
include an “emphasis on passive tecreational use of the
land,” concluded the city’s Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board. Eventhe Boulder chaprer of che Siecra Club opposed
the direcrion ser forth in the Open Space’s long-range
management plan. "We believe the purpose of the Open
Space system is less ro fosrer a kind of urban wilderness
than ro provide a balance of tecrearion and protecuion,”
assected a Sierra Club resolurion.

The 1ssue of preservarion versus recreation on Boulder's
Open Space grew so divisive char che fate of the Bob-o-
Link segmenct was raken our of che hands of the Open Space
staff and given to the Boulder City Council. In a vore of
nine to one, the council elected to reverse the Open Space
Depaccmenc's decision. The crail was co be lefr where it
was. Thecouncil 2lso adopred recommendarions by Webel
and her supporrers thar demanded inrense maincenance of
the existing crail. The Open Space staff, which had planned
to reduce rhe human impact, was inscead direcced o
expand rhe Bob-o-Link packing lor. widen che reail, and
harden irs surface so char it could berter accommedare
recreationises. The sraff did succeed in having bicvclistes
excluded from rhe improved crail, but privarely they be-
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Left- E/ Dorado Mountain from Dowdy Draw, Boulder Open
Space. 'l am very worried that we haven't gotren the preserva-
tion part of our job right yer," says Open Space directar Jim
Crain. “We can's just continue allowing all the impacts,”
SCOT RODGERS

moaned the installation of asplit-caii fence along che creek,
which increased che area’s artificiality (although ic did at
leasc discourage people and dogs from cozyving up co che
creek).

While che Friends of Souch Boulder Creek gererally
applaud such improvements, Jim Knopf, a landscape
archicect, was so annoyed wich the Open Space Deparcment
thar he cesigned as head of its Board of Trusrees. "There
is,” he grumbled, “an anger or a spicefulness in chac crail.”

o see in a rrail’s picch and symmecry the ill-will
of its builders suggescs char relarions berween che
Open Space Deparrmenc's supporters and irs crit-
ics—call them deep ecologists versus social ecolo-
gists—are nor ver smoorhed out. The deparrmenc’s allies
still affiem char presecvarion of nacive habicar wichin an
urban serting is a necessary and possible pursuirc, requiring
modest sacrifices. It is also whar the Open Space system
was originally incended o do, according o Ricky Weiser,
aShakespearean accress and scholar who has lived in Boulder
for forry years and helped write the Open Space charcer
amendment, While she conceded chac “passive recreation”
was one of che eight purposes originally cired in che Open
Space charcer, she claimed cthar tecrearion was never meant
te be on an equal fooring with preservation of landscape
and narural habirar. At che heighe of the South Boulder
Creek conrroversy Weiser took that posirion against Webel
in a tradio debare.

“N¥e believed char passive rectearion was only acceprable
as long as 1t was nor descrucrive ro an area chat deserved
preservation ot tescoration,” Weiser larer told me. “"The
needs and joys of people who hike by screams need o be
tempered wich the needs of riparian wildlife.”

“I'd like ro think char lors of people in chis communicy
would be willing to forego some of their personal pleasuces
for the benefic of narure,” said Tim Hogan, assistanrt
curaror of the University of Colorado Herbarium and head
of che Boulder Counry Nacure Associarion. “Buc Bouldet's
lycra-clad, aerobic yuppies wanraccess to their plavgrounds,
above ail. Evervrhing seems ro rest on che idea char che
individual has a righr o free access.”

Anorher Boulderice who favored moving che Scurh Boulder
Creek Trail away from the werland is enviconmencal ar-
rorney Joni Terer. She said she has been amazed ac¢ che
difference in che condition of narural areas where people
bave been allowed o hike and places where they have been
keproutalregecher. A perfect example is the Rocky Mounrain
Arsenal, a former weapons manufacruring site east of
Denver thar was closed o the pubtic for abour fifty years.
Although it is believed ro be one of the most roxic waste
sites in che country, che arsenal has remained orherwise
pristine wirthour the scream of human craffic.
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[t is 50 cich in bird life char ic has been
made a wildlife refuge, open only for
carefully managed bird and wildlife
observacian, Said Teerer of chis kind af
shenomenon: “Thave nouced chacin lacge
numbers, people ace no betcec chan che
grazing caccle chac many of us have al-
ways objected co.”

The numbers of people ace lacge in-
deed. A comprehensive visitation study
conducced for che ficse time in 1994
escimarted chac Boulder's 25,000 acces of
ciry Open Space received almost 1.5
millign visicocs that year, with morechan
260,000 visits to che Bob-o-Link seg-
meat of che Souch Boulder Creek crail
alone. The escimaces aiarmed Jim Crain,
parricularly afrerhe compared chem wich
che chree million visitors logged ac nearby
Rocky Mouncain Nacional Park—an area
more chan cen cimes the size of Boulder’s
Open Space system.

Crain was convinced rhar a reaffirma-
rion of firsc principies for rhe syscem was

needed “We've been successful 1n build-
ing public support and in acquiring land
and in providing recrearion,” he said.
"But when we confrone numbers like
chose 1n the visicacion scudy, 1 am very
wocried that we haven'c goceen the pres-
ervarion parc of ouc job right yer. To do
thac we have co figuce our whac che human
cacrying capacicy of these fands 5. We
can’tjust concinue ailowing all che impacrs
that go on until we figuce this our. We
have to decide whac we wanc these lands
to look like in the future because we're
mak:ng all che decisions foc sur children
cight now.”

The visirarion scudy confirmed chat
jogging, hiking, dog walking, and bik-
ing account for abour 75 percenc of che
activicies on Open Space. Crain gues-
vioned whether these forms of passive
recreacion were comparcible wich Open
Space’s primary efforc co preserve nacive
habiratr and species. How differenc were
these pasrimes from rhose anticipared by

Open Space’s initial supporters? Weiser
claimed thac she and ocher foundérs had
thoughc che Open Space system would
primacily foster moce sedencary farms of
nacure studvy and wildlife observacion.
Yer roday “nature scudies” ace canked
lowest on the list of accivicies people
engage inon Bouldec's Open Space lands.
Nature is ofcen treated as a pleasanc side-
line, rather chan as the main evenc.
And public education is given shoce
shrifc.  "The Open Space Departmenc
should be asking itself, '"How much
environmencal educacion can we inspire?”™
formec Open Space trustee Jim Knopf
told me. The need for educarion certainly
isclear, for the signs of ignorance are coo
easily seen everywhere: crails char have
been blazed for personal convenience—
evenac the risk of fragmenrcing a deficace
ecosystem—and char oucnumber official
rrails; official crails chae have been wid-
ened co the breadth of a car’s lane on 2
highway; naked, degraded scream banks;

Recording an Archaeological
Site for the San Juan
County Sanitary Landfill

Becween rwo arms

f euccropping mudscone

a a small guily chace crails ouc
into baked clay flaes of

hardy shadscale and snakeweed,

The mudscone rocks are biack
wich a sheen beac into chem

by this solsrice sun.

Hoc aic ripples, burns eyes,
bends my gaze down to a point.

To a poine!

The blade is pecfece,

flake scars delicate

and precise with pacience,
knapped fram a cceamy gray chert.

And whar of our traces left here
for future eyes in a chousand years?
Broken plastic kaives,

brown beer bortle glass,

Canyonlands

Long-living carth bones, old beyond caring
for soft skirts nfgrus or the comforts of soil,
bace vou are beauniful,

pared to your essence,

sculpred by rivers, sanded in winter wind,
burnished with rain.

Canyon wrens sing with you, long-iiving carch bones,
fluted rib songs arcing over the hearr,
needle songs gracing the sky.

Shyly we come to you, long-living eacch bones,
hungry far sunlight and thirscy for stars.

As with our grandmeothers,

we small creatures hide in your shade

when che light is ¢oo brillianc:

as to pur grandmochers, we small creacures

offer our picrures of gods.

a tarnished coin chac fell
xmongse black rocks.

—JonaTHaN TiLL

Screnc your worship, long-living earch bones,
certain and siow and sublime:
Hum stillness.

Hold lighe in macrer,

Webs

A spider drops from che leaf

his plumb-line and the steand zefleces
a blue apple, a scarler sky,

anything emerald like a child’s

Teach che crue measure of cime.

—Linpa BesanT

Echolocation

Wildson )

Salvation

They are going co
dayligat a river here —

That's whar they call ic, noun co verb.

A stream turned out
years ago from ics channel

to cun in cement tunneéls, dank and airless
il ic joined a sewer,

will be released—ro sun, rain, pebbles, mud,
yellow itis, che sky above it

and trees leaning over co be reflecred!

Ac night, stacs or ac leasc screeclamps
will gleam in ic,

fish and waterbugs swim again n ics ripples:
and chough its course,

more ac less the old one tc followed before irs
years af hum:liacion,

will pass near shops and che parking lor's
gliccering mecallic desert, yer

this unhoped —for pardon will once more permat
the stream ¢o offer icself ac lasc

ta che lake. the lake will accepe ir, rake ic
inco icself,

the stream restoced will become pure lake.

—D. LeveaTov

crayoning of the wind.

Thar's the cye’s way to know more
:han the plain green leaf,

the force in the fruic’s fall

and the catch, tangled in space,
daangling from che arm of che spider.

—E.G. Burrows
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All day long you flutcer through acnifieial nighe;
hover, sway, wrap furred bodies in leachery shawls
after aboceed flighe, cling to faise stalacerres.

Do you knew whea the moon outside s full,

do you miss the veering, all-our beats

of easy strength across che lunac face,

every stroke of wingspan 1 simple masterpiece?

1995

Do you remember the soaring, twicling, swooping pace,
the snap of inseces’ hard chitinous shells.

soft velvec of 2 moch’s francic wings?

You eat, excrete, mate, bear young in your tiny <ell

bur does 1 warm summer aighc's calling

echo like a long jagged cave twisting deep inco scone,
reverberate against your biood und bone?

—DEBORAH A. MIRANDA
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dog feces lefr behind by too many of the
estimated 500,000 visiting dogs; wild-
life. starcled or driven out by the canine
scent and disturbance; scarred and ex-
posed tree roots; plucked wildflowers;
prajrie grasses invaded by pines on cne
side because of years of dedicared fire
suppression and choked off by subdivi-
sions on the other. (When, not if, wild-
fires ignite these droughrc-scricken,
fuel-laden sections, che price of igno-
rance may be dearer than suspected.)
Still, raw informacion on the effecrs of
recreational use is hard to come by. Lasc
summer. Suzanne Webel wrote to Boul-
der's maver and city council, asserting
char "Nodataareavailable—in che Sourh
Boulder Creek area. or 1n any ocher area
of the Front Range. or Colorado, or che
Rocky Mounrains—to indicate wildlife
ate even inconvenienced by rrail use.”
With regard co Souch Boulder Creek, at
least. she was cerrainiy correct abourt the

Rughr: Indian Peaks Wilderness Area
in Roosevelr National Forest. Colorado.
] think we must take care of @ narive
ecosysiem where it occurs.” says Open
Space’s David Kunsz.

S5COT ROIXLERS

[T}
]

lack of enough dara o come to a con-
clusion one way or the other abour 1m-
paces. It was in che absence of such
informacion char the Open Space Depace-
ment had decided to follow conservative
management regimes. Meanwhile. che de-
partment launched 334,000 worthof studies
that will assess somerching cailed “rrail
effect.”

"We have alwavs focused on rhe de:-
rimental impacts of ranching. grazing,
logging. and mining,” observed Rick
Knighe,a Coiorado Scace University wild-
life biclogist Open Space hired to con-
duce pare of che study. “We've assumed
that what urban recreationises did was
benign. Buc since our species has a sin-
gularability co overdo whatever it does,
it is nearsighred to assume chat environ-
mencalists do no harm.” Knight noted
that che only studies available on crail
effect have been done in Europe and
indicared that "simplification”—che
"pauperization of wildlife and plancs near
trails"—could have some significant ef-
fect on some species and chac the loss of
more adaptive, generalist species popu-
lations in an area could indicace severe
habirar degradacion. That is why lasr
spring'saccidental discovery by some Uni-
versity of Colorado graduate students couid
be worrisome. According to Professor Carl
Back, his biology studenrs found rhar in
the vicinity of South Boulder Creek, "One
hundred percenc of the rabins’ nescs failed
co fledge young.”

nd scill che recreational demands

grow: more parking, more fenc-

ing, more picnic tables, crash
bins, mudiess rrails, and talk of
using Open Space ctrails as convenient
rransportacion corridors for bicycles. It

is not a problem unique to Boulder, of
course; in urban wildland areas all over
che counery the tension berween use and
preservation is growing. [t is typical of
public land users to resist altering their
behavior unul “the science gets good
enough,” observed Luther Propsc. a na-
cionally known communicy land-use con-
sultant who heads the Sonoran Inscitute
in Tucson. Arizona. "We ask ranchers,
loggers. and minets to do samerhing
different on our land or gert off it, but
when the same issues come up for
recreationists, isn't it funny how chey
react che same way all the other resource
users do? You can change the names in
these {and-use conflicts, but the argu-
ments are always the same.”

“People tell me ic's impossible to cry
to put nature first in an urban seccing,”
David Kuntz, City of Boulder Open Space
planner, rold me during a scouring ex-
pedition southwest coward Eldorado Moun-
cain,a more recent Open Space acquisition
chac he 15 now scudyving how ro manage.
Here lies anocher potential recrearionisc
wanderiand—and anocher porencial fight,
for chis isa transicion zone berween montane
woodlands and prairie grasslands char
Kuntz believes 1s as diverse in ics veg-
etation and wildlife as any in che nation.

I cthink we musc rake care of a native
ecosystem where ir occurs,” he said, "and
not leave chat job encirely to che narional
forests and the narional parks.”

"And yetr it's strange, because many
people in Boulder will talkand ralk about
how important ir is to save the Amazon
rainforest. They forger about cheir own
backyard. [t's easy ro ralk abour procect-
ing biological diversity thart is far away,
bur when we tell chem there ate equally
SCrOng reasons o restore of preserve our
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own biclogical diversicy, we are rold we
are unreasonable to try co treat an urban
area like a wilderness. Who is supposed
co do it igour communiries if we don'c?”

Some, cperaring according ro theirown
instincts, are willing co try by rocacing
chemselves off fragile lands. "I'm enough
ofan environmentalist not co walk on my
own property when birds are nesting on
those pa-rrs of it,” said Ricky Weiser. "So
to my way of chinking, when an area is
overused, you should leave ic alone to
give it time to cest and be cepaired.” And
Tim Hogan said he no longer hiked in
certain heavily visited places around
Boulder. "I removed myself from the picrure,”
he said.

Such examples of voluntary absence
may be che beginning of whac environ-
mental aceorney Joni Teter refers o as
"a conscivuency for nonaccess” that could
be promored in cthe Open Space Depar-
tmenc's enviconmencal educacion efforts,
“Nonaccess” in the name of nature pres-
ervation is already practiced on thou-
sands of private land crusts, wildlife refuges,
and other places with a mandace to pro-
tect or rescore che area’s natural condi-
rion. Evensomeurban Open Space programs
have successfully resorred co che promo-
tion of nonaccess; in Seaccle, the King
Councy Open Space's Waterways 2000
program rook a yeac co explain to cax-
payers thar $15 million of their money
would be used to buy land and streams
thac were cricical saimon habirar and
would be closed to recreacional use. So
far, the educacion seems ro have paid off
in public suppert.

And a few miles from whece I live, our
homegrown Mountain Area Land Truse
convinced che residencs of Evecgreen to
donare $200,000 from cheir own pockets
towacd the purchase of more chan 400
acres of a meadow. We understood ar
che time we wrote our checks that we
would be abie to hike on less than half
rthe acreage we had boughr, because the
meadow was to be preserved 1s an elk
calving range. | have heard some people
grumble abourt this limirarion on prop-
erty righrs, bur [ imagine chat mosc of
us still believe we spearour money wisely,
despire che constraine on our ownership.

Ic's a small price co pay, afrec all, to
give the elk their cwn open space.

Dyan ZasLowsky, who has been reporuing
from the Rocky Mountain region for fourteen
years for The New York Times and many ocher
publicacions, is the coaothor of There Amert-
can Landi: Parks, Wildernes. and :he Public
Lunds, recently reissued in a revised and ex-
panded edition by The Wilderness Society

and Island Press.
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BE LESS PRODUCTIVE
AT THE OFFICE.
S &0

natural resources wan fail behind Se here are

some 2asv wavs to reduce waste ac the office. Turn
off vour lighes when wou leave. Help sec up a recy-
ding program. Try doinking out of a mug nstead of
throwaway cups. And always wse both sides of 2 memo. :
IcTl cue down on trash. Doing these things roday will - 3 A; ‘
help save resources for romorrow. Which is s& N

)
[

ﬂ.Earth Share
Te find cut hew you and your company can suppoct The Wildecness Society

and Earth Shace through workplace charitable campazigns call:

THE WILDERNESS SQCIETY
1-202-429-2619

-

Your Bequest to The Wilderness Society
Won't Move Mountains. . .

But It Will Preserve Them For Future Generations.

Please include The Wilderness Society in your will.

For more informution on how w0 leave 1 bequest 1o The Wililerness Suciety, contact us today.

NAME

ADDRES>

CITY sTATE o NAYTIME PHUONE
Mad ta. Planned Giviag Depanimwent, THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
WY Beventernth Sireet. NN “'.hhm-__'ls-n. D4 2uKIn-2500

% ¢
WY Ocadl 202 120302






